Salient features of Government Lokpal Bill 2010

1. A bill to provide for the establishment of the institution of Lokpal to inquire into allegations of corruption against public functionaries and for matters connected therewith. “Public functionary” is a person who holds or has held the office of the Prime Minister, Minister, Minister of State or Deputy Minister of the Union; or is or has been a member of either House of Parliament (Section 2.h)

2. Competent Authority is defined as: Prime Minister for Cabinet Minister; Lok Sabha for the Prime Minister; Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha for ministers of that house (Section 2,b)

3. Lokpal Composition: Chairperson (current or former Chief Justice or SC Judge) plus two members (current or former  Chief Justices or SC Judges) (Section 3.2) Three year term or until the age of 70 years (whichever is earlier); ineligible for reappointment (Section 6)

4. Selection Committee: Vice President (Chairperson); Prime Minister; Speakerm Lok Sabha; Home Minister; Law Minister; Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha; Leader of House in which Prime Minister not minister (Section 4.2)

5. Lokpal Staff: Officers and employees appointed by the President “in consultation with the Lokpal” (Section 9.1); secure services of employee of investigative agency of the Central or state government “with concurrence of that Government” (Section 9.2.1). Terms and conditions of service will be determined by the President “in consultation with the Lokpal” (Section 9.3)

6. Jurisdiction: Does not include charges of corruption against the Prime Minister in matters of “national security, maintenance of public order, national defence and foreign relations” (Section 10). Sanction of Speaker, Lok Sabha or Chairperson, Rajya Sabha needed to initiate investigation against MP. 

The President, Vice President, Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Deputy Chairperson of the Rajya Sabham the Judiciary, CAG, AG, Chairperson nd other members of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Tribes, Election Commissioners, Chairman and members of the UPSC or any authority appointed under the Constitution of India are excluded from purview (Section 28.a)

Enquiry in matters only up to 5 years from alleged date of commission (Section 11.2)

Complaints to the Lokpal must be sent through the Speaker, Lok Sabha or Chairperson, Rajya Sabha. Public  servants may not make complaints under the Lokpal (Section 12.1). The President can direct the Lokpal to inquire into any allegations (Section 23.1)

Lokpal cannot take suo motu cognizance of corruption (Section 28.b)

7. Complaints must be made in prescribed format and accompanied by “such fees as may be prescribed” (Section 12.3). The Lokpal can dismiss complaint after recording its reasons and communicating to complainant and competent authority (Section 13.1). Inquiries must be completed within six months with an extension of six months with reasons to be recorded in writing (Section 14.3). shall have powers of a civil court (Section 15.1.b). The Lokpal shall communicate its findings in writing to the complainant, public functionary, and competent authority (Section 17.1). The Competent Authority will examine findings and communicate to the Lokpal within ninety days, action (proposed to be) taken on basis of report (Section 17.3)

If a complaint is found to be malafide, the Lokpal shall sentence offender to imprisonment between 1-3 years and imposition of fine, up to Rs 50,000

