NCPRI Press Release on the Second Consultation on the Lokpal Bill

The NCPRI in collaboration with NMML organized a day long consultation to discuss the proposed Lokpal Bill. Given the welcome commitment to enact a strong and effective Lokpal legislation at the earliest, the NCPRI believes that there is a need to have multiple consultations, and discussions organized in different parts of the country by different groups, to look at broad principles as well as detailed provisions of the proposed bill. The objective of such consultations is to help strengthen the democratic and deliberative process, and ensure that the Lokpal Act takes into account the concerns and priorities of as many groups and individuals as possible. 

The NCPRI believes that extensive pre-legislative debate is crucial to policy formulation and the drafting of effective legislation. In a vast country like India it is an irreplaceable way to elicit views of citizens and ensure that the proposed policy benefits from the wisdom of the people of India. Such a process would also help strengthen the deliberative process in the executive and legislature and help avoid many shortcomings in the final formulations. It strengthens the process as well as the outcome. The suggestions from today’s meeting will be put into the public domain through various means, so that the law passed Parliament is a more informed choice. The NCPRI itself will request members and associates in different parts of the country to organize such consultations, putting the outcome of each meeting into the public domain. 
At the end of the meeting, the group finally concluded that the best way of addressing the various concerns raised in the meeting would be to work towards a basket of measures to address problems of governance including grievance redress and corruption. The various measures would include: 

1. Drafting of a Lokpal/Lokayukt Bill that covers corruption among political executives with or without the involvement of civil servants, 
2. Strengthening the CVC, by removing the single directive, providing investigative capacity and other required measures  so that it can effectively deal with corruption among civil servants
3. Examine the Right to Service Bills including the possible draft legislation for setting up a grievance redressal mechanism from bottom to top each state and at the Center, with effective access at the District and sub district levels.

4. Examining the Judicial Accountability and Standards Bill to effectively prevent and tackle corruption and other problems in the judiciary

5. Examining provisions in the proposed whistleblower act to ensure adequate protection is given to individuals both within and outside the government

6. Institutionalizing social audit and other related measures to provide people centred and decentralized mechanisms for tackling corruption and grievances at the district, sub-district and rural areas
7. Examining the possibility of further measures for critical administrative and electoral reforms

It was felt that the initial drafts for discussion should be available within a month and should then be translated into local languages and made available for discussions across the country. 
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