Press Release

August 10, 2006: A meeting on the experiences in using the Right to Information (RTI) Act 2005 so far in the urban and rural contexts in different states, called by the Phillipines-based International Initiative on Corruption and Governance (IICG), the National Campaign for People’s Right to Information, National Alliance of People’s Movements and the Drive Against Bribe Campaigns, coincided with the fourth day of the protest against the proposed amendments to the RTI Act ongoing at Jantar Mantar in Delhi today.
The meeting kicked off to a vibrant start with the enthralling music of the Hela Qyal Party, a group of farmer-singers from Sawai Madhopur district, Rajasthan who incorporated in their lyrics, facts about the RTI Act and the proposed changes. Speaking at the occasion held at YMCA Auditorium, Tony Tujan of IICG said, “the RTI law in India is not so striking because it is a good law – many countries in the world have similar laws. But what is important and highly appreciated is the fact that it is actively being used by the people of India to establish a true democracy.” “We would like to learn how to use it the way it is being done in India,” he added. Social activist Aruna Roy reiterated that the fight against corruption does not imply that we opted for privatization. “Corruption is unacceptable but there is a need to simultaneously say that it is the government which has to reform and work properly; privatization is not a solution,” she said. Explaining the concept of “people’s governance” that IICG stood for, versus “good governance” as defined by the government and institutions like the World Bank, Tony added in this context that the experiences of Parivartan in exposing corruption in water privatization in Delhi was being used in Phillipines to argue against privatisaton with the World Bank.

In the first session, representatives from Parivartan and Satark Nagarik Manch, Delhi, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (Rajasthan), The Freedom Project (Meghalaya) and Orissa spoken on the use of RTI in both rural and urban areas. 

In the second session, activists from Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Meghalaya, Bhilai (Chattishgarh), Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and Delhi shared their experiences on the use of the Act before and during the “Drive Against Bribe” Campaign which had taken place between July 1st-15th across the country. Problems faced by the people in using the Act, implementation lacunae and positive and negative responses from the administration were put forth by the speakers. Importantly, cases where file notings as well as service records of officers had been obtained by applicants in states like Rajasthan, Delhi, Maharashtra and MP were discussed. In Rajasthan, for instance, Kheemaram had obtained the service records of an R.A.S officer, D.S. Garg (Additional Collector, Rajsamand district), who had by crook obtained a false caste certificate and got both appointment and promotion by showing that he belonged to the SC catergory while in reality he did not. Cases such as this would never come to light with the proposed amendments, he said. Another Bhilwara-based applicant R.S.Baldwa had obtained file notings which showed that it had taken 10 months and 26 pages of notings back and forth between various officers concerned, on whether or not to give him the notings he had asked for!! 
At the venue of the dharna, social activist Sandeep Pandey entered into the third day of his indefinite hunger strike. A large group of women from Seemapuri and Sundernagari settlements in Delhi also came to the dharna and demonstrated their strong support to the campaign. In all, about 200 people from 8-9 states joined the dharna today and about 4000 signatures have been collected on banners till date.
