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Lokpal Bill - NCPRI Press Statement

The National Campaign for People’s Right to Information (NCPRI) along with many others in the country feel that there is an urgent need for a strong Lokpal law to fight corruption in the country. Therefore the NCPRI along with Nehru Memorial Museum Library (NMML) organized a public consultation on 3rd April, 2011 to examine the draft Jan Lokpal Bill drafted by civil society. Members of the NCPRI also participated in the consultation held by the National Advisory Council (NAC) Working Group on Transparency, Accountability and Governance on 4th April. Members of India Against Corruption group actively participated in both meetings. While the consultation with the NAC was a useful opportunity to discuss the basic principles underpinning the Jan Lokpal bill, there is need for further consultation before the principles as well as the mechanisms for an effective Lokpal can be finalized. The NCPRI hopes that these discussions will take place in true earnest and without delay so that this legislation can be enacted as soon as possible. 
The purpose of the draft Jan Lok Pal Bill is to ensure prompt investigation into allegations of corruption against all public servants and time-bound prosecution in fit cases so that the corrupt are held accountable for their actions. Civil society actors agreed to press the Government of India for the creation of a strong anti-corruption law in the present season of scams.

At the NMML consultation, consensus was reached on major issues such as the need for a single law that will create a strong Lok Pal at the Centre and similarly empowered Lok Ayuktas in the States to investigate and prosecute cases of corruption involving public servants including Ministers.  There was unanimity about giving financial and operational autonomy to such bodies. The process of selection of LokPal and LokAyuktas must be transparent and participatory without any kind of domination by the political establishment. The Lok Pal and Lok Ayuktas will directly receive and investigate complaints of corruption and undertake prosecution against public servants in fit cases. The draft Bill also proposes to give oversight of vigilance mechanisms in all public authorities to the Lok Pal and Lok Ayuktas. Participants at the consultation differed on the subject of including grievance redress mechanisms in this law. With the expression of strong arguments on both sides it was agreed that detailed notes would be prepared on both points of view and forwarded to the NAC. Finally while there was consensus that while the Lok Pal institution should have the powers and resources to effectively pursue its anti-corruption mandate, safeguards and separation of powers need to be built in to ensure that the institution itself remains democratic and accountable to the citizens. 
The Jan Lok Pal Bill has been drafted in consultation with serving and retired Lok Ayuktas and Chief Vigilance Commissioners, retired Justices of the Supreme Court and the High Court, legal experts and leaders of people’s movements for social justice. The provisions of the draft Bill draw inspiration from the laws governing the functioning of Lok Ayuktas which receive and inquire into allegations of corruption committed by public servants in several States. 

Concerned citizens who discussed the provisions of the Draft Bill at length include, Shri Shantibhushan, Sr. Advocate of the Supreme Court, Smt. Aruna Roy, Member, National Advisory Council, Shri Nikhil Dey, MKSS, Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Parivartan and India Against Corruption, Smt. Usha Ramanathan, Advocate, Shri Yug Chaudhry, Advocate, Prof. Jagdeep Chhokar and Prof. Trilochan Sastry, Association for Democratic Reforms, Shri Kamal Jaswal and Shri Sarvesh Sharma, Common Cause, Smt. Anjali Bharadwaj, Satark Nagarik Sangathan, Shri Manish Sisodia, Kabir, Shri Saurabh Sharma, Shri Bibhav Kumar, and Ms. Aheli Chaudhary, Josh and Shri Venkatesh Nayak and Ms. Vrinda Choraria, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative. Shri Shailesh Gandhi, Information Commissioner, Central Information Commission also took part in the NMML consultation.
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