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PRESS RELEASE
16th August, 2011
The National Campaign for People’s Right to Information (NCPRI) strongly condemns the arrest of Anna Hazare and his team members and supporters. We also condemn the unwillingness of the Delhi Police and the government to grant them permission to hold a peaceful protest without agreeing to unreasonable conditions.

It is the democratic right of every person to protest peacefully and it is the responsibility of the government to ensure that public protests do not inconvenience or endanger other people. The government cannot abrogate this responsibility by either banning or severely constraining public protests, or by shifting their responsibility on to the protestors. How can Delhi be the capital of the largest democracy in the world and yet not allow the people of India to exercise their basic democratic rights?

Though the NCPRI does not agree with many of the demands of Anna Hazare and his campaign, we fully support their democratic right to publicly make those demands and are fully committed to protect such a right for all citizens of India.  


We call upon the Government to immediately release Shri Anna Hazare and his supporters, and provide permission for them to continue with their non-violent democratic agitation. 

Signed:
Nikhil Dey

Venkatesh Nayak

Angela Rangad

Ramakrishna Raju
Aruna Roy

Shekhar Singh

Harsh Mander
(For the National Campaign for Peoples’ Right to Information)
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