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To

Dr. Manmohan Singh

Prime Minister

 

Dear Dr. Manmohan Singh,

 

As a citizen, I feel distressed at the way your government has been trying to dilute the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005. In this connection, along with other citizens, I have addressed a letter (attached) to the President of India, expressing our intense disappointment at the manner in which your government has been making repeated efforts to blunt the full impact of this path-breaking legislation. We are fully aware that, but for the pressure exerted by Ms. Aruna Roy and other activists, your government would not have taken the initiative to enact a progressive piece of legislation such as this one! 

 

When the UPA government came to power under your leadership a couple of years ago, we hoped that you would take all such measures that would enhance the transparency of government's functioning and ensure its accountability to the people. The Common Minimum Programme (CMP) had indeed resolved to "to provide a government that is corruption-free, transparent and accountable at all times, to provide an administration that is responsible and responsive at all times" and guaranteed to the people of this country that "the Right to Information Act will be made more progressive, participatory and meaningful." Leave alone fulfilling these objectives in earnest, your government is trying to impose new restrictions on the operation of this Act, nowhere envisaged in the Constitution of India. To my dismay, I came across a news report in today's Deccan Chronical that reads as follows. 

"Chief information commissioner Wajahat Habibullah has ruled against an application seeking information about the manner in which he and other commissioners were appointed. Right-to-information activists are of the opinion that Mr Habibullah should have ruled in favour of providing the information. 

The information was sought by a working committee member of the National Campaign for People's Right to Information (NCPRI), Ms Vishaish Uppal, from the Prime Minister's Office under the Right to Information Act.NCPRI working committee member Shekhar Singh said, "The appellate authority (AA) cannot reject the information on the basis of the Official Secrets Act as the RTI Act overrides it." 

 

Does this not make a mockery of the Act itself and the purpose with which it has been enacted? 

 

We, the people of this country are entitled to know how the Central and State Information Commissioners have been appointed. The first major blow to the Act has been from your hands, when you chose to treat these offices, as offices of political and bureaucratic patronage! Your government could do this with uttuer impunity, in the absence of transparency of procedure in such appointments. In fact, we were hoping that this Act would bring into the public domain the goings-on in the appointment of Governors, members of the Election Commission, members of the various Regulatory authorities, the CVC etc. etc. 

 

For example, the public would not have come to know of the details of the sordid saga of dissolution of the Bihar State Assembly, but for the landmark observations made by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. The Right to Information Act would have come to the help of the citizens in such matters. Of course, your government is yet to wake up to the call given by the Hon'ble Supreme Court to set right the procedure of appointment of Governors. One cannot be sure about the motives with which your government seems to function! 

 

Whether it is openness to the Parliament in the matter of signing the Indo-US Nuclear deal or transparency in appointing the members of the Election Commission or furnishing authentic information to the public on matters that touch their day-to-day lives, everyone in the government, from the Prime Minister down to the lowest functionary, needs to be fully and unconditionally accountable to the people of this country. There cannot be double standards in this, Mr. Prime Minister! 

 

I am sure you and your esteemed colleagues introspect on this and come out openly on the way you wish to discharge your Constitutional obligation of respecting the right to information. 

 

Regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

E.A.S.Sarma
