Comments on the Jan Lok Pal Bill- by Trilochan Shastry

1. Include electoral malpractices under Lokpal. This means bribing voters. There is a technical difficulty since some candidates are not yet MPs or MLAs. We can argue that they aspire to be. Those who seek re-election are public servants. The Election Commission will endorse this.

2. Include Regulatory Authorities like TRAI etc. under Lokpal.

3. Under Definitions 2 (11)Include PPP or add a phrase like " or providing public service or facilities, OR having use or control over public resources of any type including land, water, minerals, mines and other such resources, with Government permission, sanction or agreement (with or without substantial Government funding)".

4. Under definitions 2 (12)(f) we should exclude functionaries of such Coops as are under the new parallel Acts. Such coops don't get government funding and we are currently fighting another battle on this where Government is trying to control and stifle them. So add the phrase "... Including a coop society that has Government owned equity" (the key point is that coops under the parallel acts are not public authorities and several civil society groups including the late LC Jain  who was so dear to all of us, have lobbied for this).

5. The Lokpal Fund has conflict of interest. The body imposing fines can use it to upgrade its infrastructure. This fine should go to consolidated fund of India or some other place.

6. In second 6.2 we should add "a person of unsound mind".

7. I still feel we are overdoing the public scrutiny of candidates. The good and competent people I know will opt out. They don't want public debates some of which are downright malicious and personally abusive. Crucification as a process of appointment is not good. While we will ensure that we keep bad guys out, we have not means of knowing how many good guys are going to be kept out. As it is 'decent' people sit in the drawing rooms, curse in private and stay out of public life today. with the current witch hunts going on, they will further retreat into their shell. In any case a position in the Lokpal is not such a covetous thing for really committed and competent people. Hence they will need to be persuaded to accept such positions. 
8. Under 14(4) the random assignment is over legislating. There may be special expertise say in Finance or Coops and the random assignment smacks of mistrust of the Lokpal.

9. Under 15(1), how can a dead person ensure apriori in writing that his/her rep can act on his behalf?

10. Under 17(1)(iv) why is delay a reason for not investigating? It should be the reverse.

11. Under 18 (v) other measures need to be defined.

12. Fine amount should be one day's salary and not 250.

13. Let's consult experts in the Financial sector and put that in. The CVC is likely to do a consultation on this soon.

14. A fund for Lokpal to do research on priority areas of corruption. The monster has become huge, and complex, and powerful. we need data, analysis and research for identifying key areas (black money, foreign funds, stock market scams, PPP scams, real estate scams, ...)
15. Some apparent contradictions in what we are doing: There should be complaints (suo moto powers are unlikely to be exercised in my opinion). Who has the guts to make complaints against huge scams? who has the resources to gather data, investigate and then make complaints? Whistle blower will not empower them. in such cases we need grievances to be allowed. The Bellary mining loot, the mining and mineral loot in central India and Orissa, the SEZ loot, cement plants in rice fields, polluting industries, over exploitation of fish in sea waters, and so on - who will complain about it? But people can file grievances saying they have been adversely affected. A compromise is to say "use and misuse of public resources that lead to grievances of large sections of the population in a particular region will be taken up by the Lokpal.
