Suggestions on Lok Pal law and anti-corruption measures

I have seen the Lok Pal Bill drafted by the government and different sets of comments by those that do not agree with it fully. I have the following suggestions for consideration.

1. Transparency in the functioning of all public authorities and public disclosure of the assets and the conflict-of-interest links of those that man the public authorities should perhaps be factored into any  scheme introduced to prevent corruption. For this, the members of the drafting committee, the members of the selection committee and the members of the Lok Pal itself should be mandated to disclose their assets and conflict-of-interest, if any, year after year. As provided in the companies Act in respect of the Directors, even the assets and the conflict-of-interest issues of the relatives of all such persons should be mandatorily disclosed. Their proceedings should be in the public domain. Lok Pal should have the responsibility to ensure a similar transparency and public disclosure in the case of all the public authorities. Lok Pal should also have the responsibility to enforce the public disclosure clauses in RTI Act and other similar Acts. 

2. “Prior permission” requirements under the Prevention of Corruption Act and other laws should be done away with while introducing Lok Pal Bill.

3. CBI and other investigating and enforcing agencies should be made independent of the executive altogether. They should be exclusively brought under the control of Lok Pal.

4. Lok Pal should have the mandate to review the policies, systems and procedures that are likely to create space for rent seeking and corruption and it should have the authority to enforce suitable changes. For example, in the recent times, both the Central and the State governments have resorted to non-transparent ways of giving away land, access to the sea, minerals etc. to chosen private agencies. Lok Pal should have the mandate to intervene, publicise the adverse implications of such approaches and take such measures that will help correct the same. 

5. The problem with the way we deal with corruption cases today is the long delay in their disposal by the courts. The delay is on account of the work load of the judiciary and the clogging up of the judicial system. Unless the corruption cases are dealt with on a war footing, it will be difficult to establish public credibility in fighting corruption. One possible way to do this is by establishing fast track courts to deal with all such cases.

6. In India, the way our electoral process works is the mother of all kinds of corruption. Unless the country takes a comprehensive electoral reform, we will fail on all other fronts. Those against whom even a single criminal charge is framed (irrespective of whether he or she has been convcted) should be precluded from contesting the elections. Lok Pal should have a separate wing to analyse the accummulation of assets by candidates over the successive elections and bring them under their conduct under the scanner before the next election. The candidates' dealing with private companies, trusts, whether directly or indirectly linked should be investigated by Lok Pal, who should have the statutory authority to order such an investigation. 

7. The scope for corruption arises whenever there is a violation of the law, whenever there is a non-transparent way of dispensing benefits and wherever there are concessions in terms of land, minerals etc. Lok Pal's presence and intervention is important in all such cases.

8. Civil service reform is equally important in any strategy to fight corruption. Appointing retired civil servants to post-retirement assignments and giving them foreign assignments through non-transparent procedures usually indicate room for corruption. Unless these procedures are altered, the efforts made on other fronts will fail.
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