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My view on the selection committee are given below:


1. I do not think members of the armed forces, even retired, and those of the judiciary should be involved in the selection process. We need to keep these two institutions out of this fray.

2. Only heads of constitutional bodies, the Election Commission and the Comptroller and Auditor General, should be part of the selection committee and not heads of statutory bodies such as the Human Rights Commission. This is because statutory bodies are easier to manipulate than constitutional bodies.

3. Leaders of opposition in both Houses of Parliament should be members of the selection committee so that the entire political spectrum is covered, since the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha are usually and originally from the ruling party.

4. Given the above, the composition of the selection committee should be:

i. Vice President (and Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha)

ii. Speaker of the Lok Sabha

iii. Leader of the opposition in the Lok Sabha

iv. Leader of the opposition in the Rajya Sabha

v. Chief Election Commissioner of India

vi. Comptroller and Auditor General of India

vii. After the first set of selection process, the outgoing members and Chairperson of Lokpal.

5. There should be a search committee to assist the selection committee, to actively look for and canvass appropriate potential candidates, and to short-list candidates, in keeping with the criteria laid down, for further processing by the selection committee.

