PRESS RELEASE
New Delhi, August 12th, 2006: A nationwide call to all citizens of this country to oppose the proposed amendments to the Right to Information Act 2005 is being given by the Campaign to Save the Right to Information Act, in the form of a people’s referendum that has begun from Delhi yesterday. The referendum, which started at the venue of the dharna at Jantar Mantar in Delhi was taken to 7-8 other locations in the city where people in large numbers turned up to vote against the amendments. This included Lady Shriram College, Jawaharlal Nehru University, three schools including St Columbus and Carmel Convent, and the market place in Karol Bagh. The referendum has also started in full swing in Gujarat and will soon be taken to other states. 

The Campaign will also appeal to all MPs and all political parties to oppose the amendments vehemently. Campaign activists said that a delegation will soon start meeting MPs in each political party, to garner support in favour of maintaining the Act as it is.

In a statement at a meeting organized by the Satark Nagarik Sangathan yesterday, Brinda Karat, member Politbureau, CPI (M), asserted, “There is no way that the government can pass this Bill without our support. We have decided that the Act should not be tampered with.” This is the first categorical public statement made by a leader of any Left Party against the amendments.
Today is the fifth day of the hunger strike by social activist Sandeep Pandey at Jantar Mantar, the venue of the ongoing protest by the Campaign, against the proposed amendments. 

STATEMENT BY THE OFFICER ASSOCIATION OF SAIL- BHILAI STEEL PLANT
“The Right to Information Act 2005 has strengthened the hands of honest officers in the government. The honest officers are normally victims and have to face harassment at the hands of corrupt elements. The RTI Act has acted as a very effective tool in the hands of honest officers to ward off such illegitimate pressures- possibility of public scrutiny and transparency has also reduce the incidence of such pressures.

Therefore, we do not agree with the government that the RTI Act 2005 hinders the officers from putting their opinion fearlessly. We, the Officers’ Association of SAIL – Bhilai Steel Plant, would like our file notings to be disclosed to the public and have no objection to complete disclosure. Non-disclosure would only encourage corruption.

Therefore, we urge the Government of India to reconsider its decision to amend the RTI Act 2005. The Officers’ Association of SAIL – Bhilai Steel Plant also urges the Officer’s Associations of other government departments to come out and speak up in favour of transparency so that we can aspire for a better India.” Mr. T. R. Yadav, (President), Officers’ Association SAIL- Bhilai Steel Plant
