Press Release

August 9, 2006: A people’s referendum on the proposed amendments to the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 will be held from August 11th onwards across the country. In Delhi, this referendum will start at the campuses of Jamia, Jawaharlal Nehru and Delhi Universities. Ballot boxes will be put up at various locations in different states, where people can come and vote for or against the proposed amendments to the RTI Act. This decision was taken on the third day of the indefinite strike by people’s movements, organizations and individuals against the government’s attempt to tamper with a powerful tool in the hands of the people to fight corruption, ongoing near Jantar Mantar here in Delhi.

Today also marked the second day of the hunger strike by social activist and Magsaysay winner Sandeep Pandey at the venue of the dharna. Sandeep was joined by Madhu Badhuri (NCPRI) and Lokesh Batra (Retd. Commodore) today, who decided to join the protest by fasting for a day.

Rajya Sabha MPs not in favour of the amendments

It has been heartening that a steady stream of politicians and bureaucrats too have been publicly expressing their growing resentment towards the proposed amendments. Two Rajya Sabha MPs, Dinesh Trivedi (Trinamool Congress) and Robert Khasing (NCP) visited the dharna today to extend their support to the campaign and assured that they would oppose the Bill. “If these amendments come through, it will send out the message that the government wants to increase, not reduce corruption,” remarked Dinesh Trivedi. Added Robert Khasing, “the experience of Meghalaya with the use of the RTI Act so far has been positive. Eleven months is indeed a short time to bring in changes to the Act,” he averred. The MPs also said that they had appealed to all Rajya Sabha MPs to stall the Bill from coming to the Parliament.  

Bhilai Steel Plant Officers’ Association write to PM denouncing the move

In a strongly worded letter to the Prime Minister, T.R Yadav, President of the Bhilai Steel Plant Officers’ Association condemned the Cabinet’s decision to exempt file notings from the RTI Act on behalf of the officers of the Plant. “I am shocked that a progressive UPA government that fathered the Act has chosen to take this retrogade step and kill the Act in its infancy,” he stated upfront. He cautioned that, by exempting file notings from disclosure, it would end up protecting the corrupt and dishonest officials. “Is this what your government wants to achieve?” he posed. “The recent passage of the RTI Act by the GOI and its enthusiastic use by the citizenry were indeed steps of which every Indian could be proud of. The news that the Cabinet in its infinite wisdom is now considering steps which will compromise the use of RTI must equally alarm every Indian who looks forward to the attainment of democracy in our motherland……Progress is a very tortuous journey for any nation. BACKTRACKING is to be shunned with every strength of our being!” he exhorted the PM.

Two-day Meet on the use of RTI Act

A two-day meet to share the experiences of the use of the RTI Act in the country and to understand its outcomes and effect on corruption will be held in Delhi at the YMCA, Jai Sing Road on the 10th and 11th of August 2006 beginning at 11 am on the 10th of August. The meeting is being called by the International Initiative on Corruption and Governance (IICG), a network of groups working on issues of anti-corruption, which has sought the support of several Indian organizations and platforms with a focus on building a people’s movement to fight corruption, such as NAPM, NCPRI, MKSS, Parivartan, Drive against Bribe Campaign and several others.

The first day of the meeting will draw on experiences of groups fighting corruption in various parts of the country through the use of the RTI especially in the area of development and social sector programmes. 

The second day of the meeting will focus on the use of information procured to ensure accountability and action, and thereby work out modes of participatory governance. The last session will try and identify the areas around which an international alliance of people’s organizations needs to be built. This meeting is also being viewed as part of a larger attempt to empower groups in various countries to counter the arbitrary power of multi nationals and multi lateral financial institutions like the World Bank, the IMF the ADB etc. 
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