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 PRESS RELEASE: The Unfair Conviction of Dr Binayak Sen
December 26, 2010

The National Campaign for People’s Right to
Information (NCPRI) is deeply disturbed by the judgment of the Raipur
Additional District and Sessions Court convicting Dr Binayak Sen on
charges of sedition, treason and conspiracy against the state and
sentencing him to life imprisonment. We believe that the trial of the
eminent and committed human rights activist was not fair and that this
is a miscarriage of justice. The case is representative of the ongoing
persecution of various human rights activists as well as ordinary
people in conflict areas through the arbitrary use of special laws.

We condemn the charges, the prosecution and the conviction as
fundamentally undermining democracy. We hope that the higher judiciary
will grant him immediate release and ensure that no further harm is
done to him and the human rights movement. For the preservation of
democracy, it is also essential that the higher judiciary examines the
nature of the laws as well as the investigating agencies for their
actions that lead to the persecution of human rights activists like Dr
Binayak Sen, and ensures that action is taken against the miscarriage
of justice. We will support all efforts to obtain justice for Dr
Binayak Sen and all others who face repression for critiquing the
state.

In solidarity,

Anjali Bhardwaj
Aruna Roy
Harsh Mander
Jagdeep Chhokar
Nikhil Dey
Sandeep Pandey
Trilochan Sastry

(on behalf of the NCPRI Working Committee)
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