PRESS RELEASE
New Delhi, August 12 2006: Reacting to the news that the proposed amendments to the Right to Information Act 2005 is scheduled to be taken up in Parliament next week “for consideration and passing”, senior activists of the Campaign to Save the Right to Information strongly condemned this move and appealed to every citizen to fight this battle to save our democracy. A nationwide call was also given to people to participate in large numbers in the people’s referendum which has started yesterday and express their opinion against the proposed amendments. One set of ballot boxes will be first opened on August 15th at a prominent place in Delhi, after which votes will be counted at regular intervals.
Addressing a press conference here today, social activist Aruna Roy asked, “when the government took our opinion and followed a process of decision making for months to draft the Act, then why are they not consulting people in amending it?” Aruna pointed out that many IAS officers had made statements off-the record that nothing could be better for an honest officer than transperancy of file notings and the government was just using the justification that officers would fear taking decisions if file notings are disclosed as an excuse to amend the Act.
This was reiterated by Constitutional expert Prashant Bhushan, Shekhar Singh (Convenor, NCPRI) and Arvind Kejriwal (Parivartan).”Many prominent bureaucrats, judges and public figures have opposed this amendment. Justice V.S Verma, Justice Krishna Iyer and Justice P.B.Sawant have jointly issued a statement that the proposed amendments are unconstitutional, as they violates Article 19(1) of the Constitution which enshrines the right to information. The only ‘restrictions’ on Article 19(1) are defined in Article 19(2) and all of these have been covered under Section 8 of the RTI Act as it stands now,” said Prashant Bhushan. He also added that many senior civil servants had clearly expressed that no honest civil servant is scared of their file notings being exposed; it actually worked to their favour in exposing the pressures they are subject to. “If in spite of such heavy opposition, the government has decided to introduce this in Parliament, it implies that they have absolutely no respect for democratic opinion,” he said 
Shekhar Singh stated that the rationalization being given by the government in favour of these amendments simply did not sound convincing and it was obvious that they had some other reasons. “Those in the government who fear that they will no longer be able to exercise arbitrary power that they are now using, have got scared. They fear that if they don’t nip this in the bud now, their chances of gaining from corruption and exercising arbitrary power will diminish. And they don’t want that to happen.” 
“After 60 years, corruption has increased, not reduced. People are now tired and have begun to say that if you can’t do it, then we will try. This is not the time to go and hide behind their files or try to amend the Act within such a short while of passing it, why don’t they come out in the open to the people, speak out their problems and get the people’s support,” he suggested. 
Arvind Kejriwal pointed out that although the amendment bill had been scheduled to be taken up for the next week, not a single MP had yet seen a copy of the proposed amendments. This shows where the government stands on its commitment to transperancy, he remarked. He appealed to MPs from various political parties not to walk out when the Bill came up for consideration in Parliament, as it would send out a wrong message that they are supporting the amendments and requested them to vote against it instead. 
T. R. Yadav, President, Officers’ Association, SAIL - Bhilai Steel Plant who has been strongly supporting the Campaign said that there are honest officers in the public sector too. “What has happened in the last months that the government has felt the need to amend the Act?” he asked.
Support for the Campaign has been growing day by day from all quarters since the protest started at Jantar Mantar on the 7th of August. A public statement from the Kisan Kranti Dal to the Prime Minister warned the government not to tamper with the RTI Act.
